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Charlie’s Place Il to open in Ascension Parish Spring 2017

Quality care in a home-like experience for individuals with Alzheimer’s and
dementia-related disorders

BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA - (FEBRUARY 27,2017 10:01 AM) CHARLIE'S PLACE Il RESPITE AND
ACTIVITY CENTER, THE FIRST EXPANSION OF THE ALZHEIMER'S SERVICES OF THE CAPITAL AREA’S
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED CHARLIE'S PLACE, IS SCHEDULED TO OPEN IN EARLY APRIL 2017.
LOCATED ON PURPERA ROAD IN THE ARC OF ASCENSION’S BUILDING IN GONZALES, LOUISIANA,
THE PERSON-CENTERED RESPITE CARE PROGRAM WILL BEGIN OPERATIONS TWO DAYS PER
WEEK, SIX HOURS PER DAY. CP [l WILL OFFER A PURPOSEFUL DAY OUT FOR MILD TO MODERATE
ALZHEIMER’S AFFECTED INDIVIDUALS, AS WELL AS PROVIDE A MUCH-NEEDED BREAK FORTHEIR
CAREGIVERS.

A FOUR-TIME RECIPIENT OF THE ALZHEIMER'S FOUNDATION OF AMERICA EXCELLENCE IN
DEMENTIA CARE DISTINCTION, THE ORIGINAL CHARLIE'S PLACE, LOCATED ON NORTH BOULEVARD
IN BATON ROUGE, HAS PROVIDED SOCIALIZATION AND ENGAGING ACTIVITIES TO AFFECTED
INDIVIDUALS, SINCE IT OPENED IN 2007. AREA PHYSICIANS AT ST. ELIZABETH’S HOSPITAL ARE ALSO
VERY SUPPORTIVE, HAVING REPEATEDLY IDENTIFIED RESPITE CARE AS A SERIOUS COMMUNITY
NEED.

WITH THE AGING OF AMERICA'S BABY BOOMERS, ALZHEIMER'S AND DEMENTIA ARE ON THE RISE,
AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IS RAPIDLY EXPANDING ACROSS THE COUNTRY. IN 2015, SCOTT WILKS,
PH.D., OF THE LSU SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK, REPORTED THAT CP I'S BENEFITS TO BOTH AFFECTED
INDIVIDUALS AND THEIR CAREGIVERS WERE MARKEDLY DISCERNIBLE. THE CAREGIVER CONTROL
GROUP NOT RECEIVING RESPITE SUPPORT HAD A 67% HIGHER STRESS RATE THAN THOSE USING
CP I'S SERVICES. IN ADDITION, RESULTS ALSO INDICATED THAT OVER 18 MONTHS THE CP | CARE
GROUP SHOWED NO SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN THEIR COGNITION AND SOCIALIZATION. IN OTHER
WORDS, HIGH QUALITY, COMPASSIONATE RESPITE CARE DOES MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE.

CHARLIE'S PLACE Il ALREADY HAS THE HELP AND SUPPORT OF MANY PEOPLE, ORGANIZATIONS
AND COMPANIES, INCLUDING THE LAMAR AND DIXON FOUNDATION, WHICH HAVE PLEDGED
$100,000 OF MATCHING FUNDS TO INSPIRE OTHER FOUNDATIONS AND DONORS IN SUPPORT OF CP
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[I. HOWEVER, THE BEST ENDORSEMENTS UNDOUBTEDLY WILL COME FROM THE PEOPLE CP Il WILL PAGE 1 OF 2
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STANDARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE

Alzheimer’s Services of the Capital Area is proudly accredited by the Standards for Excellence Institute- as having
met all the requirements of the Standards for Excellence': An Ethics and Accountability Code for the Nonprofit Sector.
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SERVE. A CAREGIVER WHO USES CP | FOR HER MOTHER, ENTHUSIASTICALLY COMMENTS, “SINCE MY MOM HAS BEEN
GOING TO CHARLIE'S PLACE OR HER‘SOCIAL CLUB, SHE HAS IMPROVED IN EVERY AREA. SHE'S SO EXCITED TO GO, EVEN
THOUGH SHE CANNOT TELL ME MUCH ABOUT HER EXPERIENCE. | THINK SHE FEELS PART OF SOCIETY OR THE WORLD
ONCE AGAINY

ALZHEIMER'’S SERVICES OF THE CAPITAL AREA IS A LOCAL, NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WHICH PROVIDES EDUCATION
AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS TO THOSE AFFECTED BY ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE OR DEMENTIA IN TEN CIVIL PARISHES
SURROUNDING THE GREATER BATON ROUGE AREA, INCLUDING ASCENSION, ASSUMPTION, EAST AND WEST BATON
ROUGE, EAST AND WEST FELICIANA, IBERVILLE, LIVINGSTON, POINTE COUPEE AND ST. HELENA. ALZHEIMER’S SERVICES
IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION, WHICH ALLOWS ALL FUNDS RAISED TO SUPPORT FAMILIES INTHE
LOCAL COMMUNITY. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT CP | & Il PROGRAMS AND FEES, PLEASE ACCESS WWW.ALZBR.ORG
OR CALL 225-334-7494.
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